Differential expression of acidic and basic FGF in the rat substantia nigra during development.
Both acidic (aFGF) and basic (bFGF) fibroblast growth factors have been shown to be present in the adult rat ventral mesencephalon and to exert effects on cultured mesencephalic cells. In the present study we have examined the expression of aFGF and bFGF in the rat ventral mesencephalon at various stages of development. bFGF was present at all ages examined [embryonic day 16 (E16) to postnatal day 90 (P90)]. In contrast, aFGF was not detectable at embryonic and early postnatal ages, but was observed at later (P20, P60, P90) postnatal stages. These data suggest that aFGF and bFGF may have functions in mesencephalic dopamine neurones in different stages of development.